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In 1940 Carl Kiekhaefer
introduced his first line of
outboards to bear the Mercury
brand name. There were five
different models, three singles
and two twins. Shown here from
left to right are the 3 hp Standard
and DeLuxe singles and the 6 hp
Standard Twin.
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In 1949 Mercury introduced the “Tunderbolt”, Model KF9. This was
the first 4 cylinder in line alternate firing outboard. It was
marketed as being 25 hp but output was closer to 40 hp. These
motors came with a rope start open flywheel. Later a ready pull
starter was available for retrofit.
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In 1950 Mercury introduced “Quicksilver” surfacing gearcases. Soon to be known as
“Quickies”. These units incorporated a short tower and an ultra streamlined gear
case with a selection of gear ratios. These units were designed to retrofit all Merc’s
that could be used to go racing including the KE-7, KF-7, KG-7, KG-4, KF9, 8 KG9

models.




The famous Mercury Mark 20H was introduced
in 1954. This was a purpose built racing engine
that qualified as a “stock” outboard. With its
“Quicksilver” lower unit and distinctive gold
paint, it revolutionized “B” class racing. The
20H was the forerunner to a full line of factory
built “H” engines from Mercury that would
dominate outboard racing in a variety of
classes for decades to come.

In 1957 Mercury introduced the first 6 cyl.
alternate firing, 2 cycle outboard, the

Mark 75. These motors were available in
three different colour combinations. They
also had the infamous “direct reversing”
system which earned them the name “dock
crashers” due to the lack of reliability when
attempting to reverse the engine.

OUTBOARDS

The incredible new Mercury Mark 75
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in 1958, Hugh Entrop driving a modified, (to run on an alcohol based fuel), Mercury Mark 75, on an “F” class three
point hydroplane, set an outboard world speed record of 107.9 mph on Lake Washington. This was the first
production based outboard to exceed 100 mph. The italians had managed to break the 100 mph barrier two years
earlier with a “one of a kind” supercharged hybrid motor.

In 1958 Mercury set a Worlds
Record for endurance. Two
Raveau family runabouts,
each powered by a single
Mercury Mark 75, travelled
50,000 miles in 68 days, 18
hours and 51 minutes. Both
boats averaged over 30 mph
for the 50,000 mile run.




The first Mercury
outboard to be assembled
in Canada was the 1962
Merc 450. Mercury’s’ first
production facility in
Canada was on Caledonia
Road near Dufferin and
the 401 in Toronto. By
1963 the entire line of
Mercury outboards, for
Canadian consumption,
was assembled at this
location.
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In 1962 Mercury
introduced the first
100 hp outboard. This
motor was 6 cyl, in
line with 90 cu. in.
displacement. The
original model name
was the “Merc 1000
Phantom”, but most
outboarders just
called it the

“Tower of Power”.

MERC 450

45 HP, 4 CYLINDERS...BIG POWER AT A LOW PRICE

‘The new Merc 450 in Lhe most attractively prieed
“four" for 1962. Even though your cost is less, this 45 horsepower
Mercury has power, durability and safety features that you can’t
even buy 1s extras on many more erpensive compelitors’ motors
For instanee, the cylinder block is die-cast, ane-piece aluminum
construction, ns are the drive shaft housing and lower unit
housing . . exclusives with Mereury. Thix design gives built-in
precision alignment of shafw, bearings and genrs. 1t gives high
strength .. pot dependent on the helding power of studs, nuts,
bolts and parts thal can loosen and fall off. Underwater, there's
no patchwork Lo cause drag und llow your apeed . . . no turbulence
ahead of the propeller to rel up eavitation. Nn hook nose (o foul
on stumps, logs, ski Low lines .. or gather weeds und averheal
your engine! The Mere 450 has Lhe same strenmlined rive shaft
housing and lower unit Jesign as its larger brothers. It has
Mercury’s Jet-Prop exhaust through the propeller hub. A com.
plete selection of Mercury Quicksi propellers iz ilable ta
natch any load sssignment. This Mere is equipped wilh a
weulherproel, aircraft-lype mngneto and both manual and
electric gtarting. Compare the pawer and design fealures of the
Merc 450 with any other make of outboard ..compare the
price. You'll agree that the 45 horvepower Mereury will give you
MUCH more RUN for your money

Single-Laver Control With Running Neutral

I | Jet-Prop Exhaust




